A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
something different: livelier and keener than the tall Scan-
dinavians with their soft flesh and clumsy bludgeoning by way
of government. It was to the advantage of himself and the
work he had to do that the young man was strongly attracted
by civilization. He did not hark back to barbarism. He
was devoted to Rome, and was fully in the tide of the new
religious movement, which was so greatly to strengthen the
Holy See.
The first event of his reign was the return of Ethelred. The
magnates attempted to use his misfortunes. They bargained
with him, proposing to limit his power. But he relied on
London, and, marching north, defeated Canute at Gains-
borough; and Canute sailed away to Denmark. Ethelred had
by his first marriage a son who was old enough to take part in
the fighting, Edmund by name. His other sons, the children
of Emma of Normandy, were, of course, too young. Edmund
had the nickname of Ferrium Latus, which means 'a Side of
Iron,1 of which later times have made the title * Ironside.' His
sister had married Edric, one of the great local governors,
controlling the Midlands (Mercia). There also associated with
him that Thurcyll, the Dane whom Ethelred had called in to
be an ally and to be at the head of his fleet.
These three began by acting together against the Danes in
England; but as each played for revenue at the expense-of the
others there was a perfect welter. Edric murdered the two
governors of Northern England. Edmund married the widow
of one of them. Canute came back, and Edric deserted his
brother-in-law to help Canute. The South of England—that
is, Wessex—or rather the magnates thereof, accepted Canute
again to be the King, while Edmund stood out in the West.
Then Edric betrayed Canute in his turn and went back to his
brother-in-law. Thurcyll had joined Canute. Edmund beat
them in Kent, but their ships were in the mouth of the Thames
and brought their forces over to the north bank, so, when
Edmund had gone all the way round by London Bridge to meet
them, he was beaten at the battle of Assandun, in Essex. This
chaos ended in a division of the government between Canute and
Edmund, as Ethelred was dead, and the problem of division was
settled by Edmund's own death in November 1016.
Canute in Power. Canute was now (1016) in his twenty-
second year. He began to show mature qualities. He put
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